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Webinar: Urban Hiking
with CMC Press Author 

Darcy Kitching

6 p.m. Wednesday, April 29
(TOMORROW!)

Times are tough for hikers, with the mountains effectively
closed and local trails getting too crowded to navigate safely.
These days, the best way to stay active is to take up urban
hiking! Darcy Kitching, author of The Best Urban Hikes:
Boulder, will share tips for finding creative ways to hike your
neighborhood and get great hikes in while staying close to
home.

Register

Virtual CMC Trivia Night

7 p.m. Thursday, April 30
Zoom Webinar

Teams of up to four will be pitted against one another testing
their knowledge of all things Colorado and the great outdoors.
Prizes TBD!

Register

Rattlesnake Safety and
Awareness on the Trail

with Mary Ann Bonnell, 
Visitor Services Manager 

for Jeffco Open Space

Tuesday, May 19
Zoom Webinar

What's the BUZZ? Come spend 60 minutes in the comfort of
your own home with Jeffco's Mary Ann Bonnell for an overview
of prairie rattlesnake identification, biology and ecology. We’ll
also discuss essential safety tips, risk mitigation, and first aid
for pets and humans.  

Mary Ann is the Visitor Services Manager for Jefferson County
Open Space. Mary Ann holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology
from the University of Colorado, Boulder. Mary Ann’s work
focuses on supporting the team that manages seven million
annual visitors to 46,000 acres of open space immediately
adjacent to the Denver Metro Area. Her interest is in minimizing
negative human-wildlife interactions in parks and communities.
She’s currently involved in prairie rattlesnake and urban coyote
research.

Register

Learn to Plan Your Next
Backpacking Trip!

with Andrew Skurka

7 p.m. Thursday, May 7
Zoom Webinar

Join the Colorado Mountain Club for a virtual clinic with Andrew
Skurka, who was named National Geographic and Outside
Magazine "Adventurer of the Year" for several long-distance
thru-hike trips around the world.

Andrew Skurka is a master trip planner. This year alone he is
organizing 29 trips for nearly 250 guided clients, and previously
he has planned multi-month solo trips like his 6,875-mile Great
Western Loop and 4,700-mile Alaska-Yukon Expedition. To pull
this off, he uses a comprehensive trip planning framework that
is applicable to all locations, seasons, experience levels, group
sizes, and backpacking styles. In this 90-minute online
seminar, Skurka will share this process and highlight his most
helpful tools and resources. The 2020 season is likely to be
short -- learn to plan trips efficiently so that you can maximize
every day of it!  

Register

Conservation Committee
Endorses New Proposal for

Apex Park in Golden
Denver Group Conservation, after an extensive internal
discussion that included CMC Conservation Director Julie
Mach, has endorsed a new proposal for trail use in Apex Park,
a Jefferson County Open Space property. The JCOS proposal
is designed to help reduce the growing user conflicts in the
park between mountain bikers and other users.

Some park trails will be designated use only, by day of the
week, when the plan is implemented sometime after the
pandemic. Affected trails will be Apex, Enchanted Forest,
Hardscrabble, Sluicebox, and the lower part of Pick-n-Sledge
trails, a total of 3.8 miles. These trails will be BIKE ONLY on
Monday, Wednesday, Saturday (no hiker/equestrian). The trails
will be HIKER/RUNNER/EQUESTRIAN ONLY on Sunday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday (no bikes).

Other trails in the Park, totaling 5.3 miles, will remain multi-use
every day. These are: Argos, upper Pick-n-Sledge, Bonanza,
Grubstake.

In endorsing the proposal, Denver Conservation asked Open
Space to consider doing the following:  1) undertake a major
public education outreach campaign; 2) follow a form of
adaptive management in that the changes will be temporary for
a period of time to allow for analysis; and 3) continue working
with Colorado Parks & Wildlife's CO-TREX program to develop
an app for mobile devices. 

Next steps for the County will be to review all the comments
received. The County will then convene a small stakeholder
group to do further work. CMC has been selected as one of the
stakeholders.

Thanks to the CMC members of our Jeffco Open Space issue
project team for their work in reviewing the Open Space
documents and providing feedback: (Ms) Shannon Campbell,
Dave Litke, Grover Cleveland, Phil Kummer, Whitney Yeldell,
Sue Henley, Sue Austin, Ruth Fisher, Jeremiah Houle. Also
thanks to Julie Mach, Jim Guerra from Douglas County, and
many others.

Steve Bonowski
Denver Group Conservation

Denver Group Contacts

COUNCIL

Denver Group Council
Meets Monthly, 2nd Wednesday

COMMITTEES

Safety and Leadership Committee

Schools Committee

Conservation Committee

Trails Committee

Member Initiatives Committee

SECTIONS

Backpacking

Bobcats

Fly Fishing 

Over the Hill Gang

Photography

Trailblazers

CMC Structure (Graph)

Denver Group Organizational
Chart

CMC Staff Organizational Chart

Want More Online
Learning

Opportunities?
For a full schedule of upcoming
Colorado Mountain Club University
(CMCU) and Quick Start School
(QSS) offerings, just click the button
below! Topics covered in May
include hiking with children, using
Gaia GPS, dehydrated backpacking
meals, film festivals, and more.

CMC Calendar

2020 Summer
Youth Adventure

Camps

Wishing for Summer…? 
We are too!

Our Youth Education Program (YEP)
is optimistic that we will be able to
run active and healthy Summer
Camps this year.  Check out all that
we have to offer and find relevant
updates to our refund and
cancellation policies if you are on the
fence.

Details

Graphic Design
Volunteer Needed

Looking for a volunteer cartographer,
graphic designer, or artist for a new
member project. Work will focus on
simple orientation maps for the Front
Range and Colorado.  

Contact:
remonsma@gmail.com 

Become a
Backpacking Trip

Leader!

With 950 members, and 2020 trips
almost filled, the new CMC
Backpacking Section (BPX) is
rocking and rolling! We are recruiting
Trip Leaders to JOIN THE PACK.
We need help planning our 2021
backpacking season. Interested trip
leaders or trip leader candidates,
please email cmcbpxtlc@gmail.com.

Call for Mountain
Fest Seminar &

Clinic Instructors 

September 26-7
American Mountaineering

Center
Golden, CO

Seeking presenters for 2020
Mountain Fest! Have an idea for a
one-hour classroom seminar or half-
day hands-on clinic? Please submit
your proposed topic via the links
below.

Clinic Proposals

Seminar Proposals

Call for
Submissions

Have an item you'd like included in a
future Mile High Mountaineer
newsletter? The next deadline is
Friday, May 22. Guidelines:

Articles should be 200 words
or less, OR submitted as a
PDF
MHM editors reserve the right
to determine what's included
in the newsletter and edit
submissions for clarity and
length
Submissions must be
relevant to the Denver Group
of the CMC and/or its
members; paid
advertisements are not
accepted (please contact
cmcpress@cmc.org for
information on advertising in
Trail & Timberline magazine)

Please send submissions
to: milehighmountaineer@gmail.com.

Questions, comments or submissions? E-mail milehighmountaineer@gmail.com.
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